Series

CerespOndence,

Box 1, FO

April 26,
May 19,

932-1973

lder 20

1945 -
1945

FFrame: Obbo — 057



combating

assigment, and in many

our ships have sucoseded admirably in this vegard,
getting in on tiiis opere-
Spruanocs and Aduiral Deyo cams over

il |

T
f

that Adairal

glad that I succeeded in

I% has plenty to do not the least of which is
This 415 a meat difficuld

1354
mwm_ |
iHaad

:
|
:
m
m
:

ey aircraft,

is ovar,

LR
| §iastdns




ammzyaszfmmxwammum.
ﬁmhasrapemahtmmmghdhomthatxcam,and
mm:umm expressive of the same thing, I feel, there-

fore, that I have mmpﬁsbadmm

1mmmn&mmmmumwm
I had a long talk with General McArthur the day before I left the
Ws@umwmmmwmwm,
m].t a partisular interest in it over and asbove that
‘dahaaymo wopmtﬂmnmnbhu. When I return to Guanm
xunuu vhat m:[don'tnnttodeithuv. I mst
say, for all u-rm that the work are dadng has been se
remarkably sucoessful it seems ¢« I can well ses
why Adniral Nimitz retained you as Chief of Staff, and I think that the
combination of Nimits and Ndierris, is slated for a place in history,
not really apt, use
hs, in the fully loyal,

With deepest sppreciation and wamest regards to you, the Admiral,
and to your immediate staff including Sherman and Carter, and with a
pnucotbestoﬂmmmmmimt,lmasmr,

Your old J«0s,

Vics Admiral Charles H, Mdiorris,
Staff, Cammander in Chief,

Us Ss *Pacific Fleet,

Advance Headquarters,

Revy #926 (NINE VO $x),




COMMARDER BATYTLESHIP SQUADRON ONE
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San PFrancisco, California

| 26 Apral 1945.

Dear Admirzl Turner,

" This note is to express to you my asppreciation of your extreme
courtesy in giving me an hour or more of your time this morning. When
I came over there, it was my impression that you knew that I was going
to command the PT boats in the Pacific, because the despatch ordering
my detachment had been received since we arrived in this area. However,
after you had stated otherwise, X felt that perhaps I was Smposing on
- you somewhat, :

: Xt was nice of you to tell me what you thought about my new
camand, Your attitude towards the PT boats is highly imteresting and
instructive, because it is founded on actual experience, but it was
disappointing to ms to hear that you had such strong objections to thea,
in so far as your own needs are concerned., You must have found them to
be quite a thorn in your side during the early Guadalcanal days! It

to me that one of my basic tasks is to resell them to Commander

appears
Amphibious Forces Pacifiec!

It is a great plsasure to me to be serving again with you in
another operation, as all of your operstions have a distinet flair about
them., My first amphibious operation under you was at Makin Island
during the Gilberts Campaign. My next was at Emajalein, but the Marianas
passed ms by as, at that time, I was on Admiral Eimits®s staff at Pearl
having been detached fram the Minneapolis to rewrite USF 10A.

Last September I joined Admiral Oldendorf as Chief of Staff and went
through the Leyte and Lingaysn phases of the Philippines Campaign, in-
cluding Surigao. 411 of this was intensely interesting; partially because
.4t was very successful.

. Now, the "wheel of fate" has turned again and I am back once more
with the Old Master., It is, therefore, with deep interest that I review
your methods with thcse we used in the Philippines, There is no doubt
but that your msthods are quite different fram those we used down there,
but the problem you face is usually much more difficult, at least from
a troop viewpoint, and it is always instructive to me to see how you
hiandle each situation, I certainly hope that after this operation, in
which you are succeeding so well, your talents will be recognized by the
addition of another star en your cellar.
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I shall always appreciate your opinion concerning the use of PT
beats, and if you have any additional ideas along tlut line, I should
be grateful if you would send them to me.

With many thanks again for your courtesy and advice, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES.

Vice Admiral R. X. Turner,
Cammander Amphibieus Forces,
U. S. Pacific Fleet. )




BATTLESHIP SQUADRON ONE
c/o Fleet Post Office
San Prancisco, California

29 April 1945.

Dear Dick,

Yosterday I received a letter from you dated February 27th
from the Dutch East Indies, so that it is my guess that you are
‘at Morotai. If you are, I hope that you are enjoying yourself
there and that you are not finding it too wet., When I was hame
4n Pebruary, your father read mes something that you had written
in which you talked about "amud up to the top of your boots", and
persistent rain. You mustn't be surprised at that, bscause that
is the Tropics, and Morotal is somewhere along the Tropiecal Front,
which extends along the Equator and is sometimes called the Equa-~
torial Front. ‘

I am glad that the Army is giving you a chance tc learn your
business slowly, rather than doing what they did in the early days
when they forced young fliers into cambat with no training ~ that
is, caombat training. While letting you fly over Wewak, and perhaps
now over other places, they have given you & chance to get over
your stage fréight, although I don't imagine that you will ever
make a £light over enemy territory without having some qualms,

I hope that you are satisfied with your crew., Your pictures
show you to be quite happy, but that was on the way out, and time,
and the pressnce of the enew,both change those matters, so that
sometimes, thoss one thought good don't measure up. I hope this
has not been your experience, because the best teams are those
which have worked together as a team for a long time, and this
particularly applies in the air, where one weak member of the crew

may endanger all,

You may find yourself getting short-tongued and irritable.

If you do, I hope that you won't take it out on your friends. The

ot of a plane is like the captain of a ship with a big respon~
sibility. The best captains shoulder their responsibility well
and don't allow it to unduly impair them, so that the strain is
evident to everyone., There is bound to be strain always. But there
sust also be relaxation to campensate far the strain, I try here,
when I can, to take same exercise, or to read some light tale or
something of similar ilk in order to take my mind off the problems
at hand, If you will do this yourself, you will probably find that
your subconscious mind will think out your problem for you anywaye
Some great mathematicians have made their greatest discoveries,
they say, while fishing, so perhaps you, being a great mathematician,
should be able to solve same of your problems in a similar manner.




I saw youwr family at hame, and your sister and brother, and
everything was very pleasant., They all seemed quite happy and very
proud of you, so be quite sure that you maintain that pride out
there on the battle front. You wouldn't know, from your father's
manner, that he had any worry about you at all, and I was quite
proud of him, PFrankly, I have less worry, I bet, than he has, be~
cause I feel confident that you are a fine flier and in addition, ,
with such a fine family and such a fine prospective family, you have
a lot to fight for and to retwrn hame to., So, I'll see you when
this war is over and we will have a big bust together.

I'm still where I was, on my battleship, and I am, right now,
up to my neck in a very serious operation. Portunately, it is going
exceptionally well for us, so that it won't beverylougbefcreu

have the enemy completely in hand.

" X am going to have a new job pretty soon which may put me in
the Philippines for a while, and if it does, and you are in that ares,
you had better look me up, because if you don't, I will probably root
you in the hind-side when I see you. I suppose your family have told
yoa about my accident so I won't discuss it here, except {0 say, that
I was pretty lucky to have came out as well as I did, and that I am
now almost, but not quite, as good as ever,

With best regards to you and with best wishes for the best of
luck, I am as ever,

Your affectionate Uncle,

Dick.

ming Officer Richard J. Bates = Tm’
69th Bamber Squadron,
APO #159,
¢/o Postamaster,
San Francisco, California,




COMMANDER BATTLESHIP SQUADEON QNE

¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Prancisco, California

3 May 1945
MEMORANDUM fo. DEYO:

1. I received your despatch this morning regarding transfer of
those papers concerning the Investigation to you and I am glad to say
that the whole works is completed. :

2. The latter part of it was done hastily and you will, without
a doubt, wish to change it somewhat., What I endeavored to show there
was, (15 that CIG 54.2 did not navigate correctly and that even using
his omn figures he, (a) never knew where he was and, (b) his course
as steered was not a safe eourse.

3. That, by use of the two fixes obtained at the time of the
grounding, a suitable estimated position for C3G 54.2's flagship can
readily be worked back. The overlay shows a difference between the
actual grounding position of the Tolman and the position she might
have been in had she been able to continue on over the reef., There
is a difference here of less than one thousand yards, This latter
position of CIG 54.2 secems to be the correct position within a matter
of a thousand yards, perhaps, and this also shows that the group wmas
being definitely steered into dangerous waters.

4o As regards the Commander of the screen, he likewise wss not

on his toes as his position at 0330 1s reasonably correet and, yet, he
did nothing about it and allowed the ships to go on the shoal.

5. I hope you agree with the above summation as it was done
very quickly after I had returned to the ship and got 4§ shipshapes,

6. Thanks for your message about good luck. I wish you and
your Staff very much of the same. I must say that I enjoyed my stay
here on your Staff and I shall ever be appreciative of your insistance
in obtaining me to return to the Tennessee for this Operation.
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¢/o Plest Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

Dear Admiral Deyo:

Icanmtbegintotellmdthwhatm vead in ths
despat.chos of the difficulties you encountered with your flagship,

and more than that, I cannot begin to tell you with what regrotI

and all of the others with me, heard of the possibly fatal injury

to lisutenant Page,

We thought a great deal of Lieutenant Page on here. He is
an exceptionally nice officer in the fullest sense of the word "nice”,
In fact, he is almost too kind and thoughtful for his own good.

One would imagine that there were a lot of other people less

fore, I know that many pecple on this ship are wondering why the good
Lord saw fit to choose him for possible entrance into

His Kingdom.

I know that the damage to your flagship and the injuries to
your Communication Officer have both upset you considerably. I know

that the care of personnel is always uppermost in your mind, and I
have always admired you for it. Therefore, the casualties which your
ship has suffered mnst hurt you deeply.

I should appreciate your kindness if you could let me have .
Lieutenant Page's home address, and I shall make it a point to tell
his family about him. I do hope that when I hear from you, you will
be able to advise me that he is improved in health.

With warmest regards, I am
Very sincerely yours,

Rear Admiral M. L. Deyo, U.S. Havy
Commander Cruiser Division THIRTREN
c/o Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, California




COMMANDER BATTLESHIP SQUADRON ONE
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

Dear Admiral Bowen,

This is a note of appreciation and, at the same time, of
apology. You may wonder why, and I hope you do, but you may
remember that you asked me to have luncheon with yourself and
Mr. Pred Sells at the Carlton during my stay in Washington, and
that I was unable to attend. I know that it was agreed that
you would wait until one o*clock and, if I had not arrived by
then, you would go ahead without me. As it turned out, I was
unable to attend because I was with Admiral Oldendorf making a
record of the Batile of Surigao Straits and I was not allowed
to open the doors or go to the phone during his discourse., I
did not leave this record making rooa until about two o'elock,
so I lost ocut completely on my luncheon.

I should have written to you long ere this had it not been
for the fact that both Admiral Oldendorf and myself were knocked
out cold in an accident, when our skimmer hit a dbuoy in one of
the atolls, with the result that we both ended up on
ship. I managed ‘to get off the ship in time to
for the present operation. 1 was far from well
along to help where I could, Let!s hope that I

1 am awfully sorry about that lunch as it wa
chance to see you and talk to you. As you well
been a supporter of "H.G. Bowen" up to the 100% limit
your days as Chief of Burean, I thoroughly enjoyed serving with
you and I liked your originality of thought and your courage to
carry through original ideas. There is no doubt but that you
have been thoroughly vindicated in this regard in this war, and
if anybody deserves three stars for outstanding performance it
is one H. C. Bowen. ’

I also want to thank you for your loyalty to me. You always
scemed to support the views whieh I had towards the security of
our Nation and I think that those views have now been proven sound.
I must say that I was pretiy lucky to have had Charley Ross and
J. M, Irish and H. G. Bowen as my bosses during those hectic pre-
war days when anyone who talked sccurity was viewed as some strange
sort of animal. Do you remember our troubles with the Italians?




@

11 May 1945

As you perhaps know, I have been Chief of Staff for
Admiral Oldendorf for the past eight months, but I am now
detached to be the Commander Motor Torpedo Boats, Pacifie, and,
I understand, that I have been nominated by the President for
Commodore. Needless to say I am highly pleased with my new
assigmment as it keeps me in the cambat area and, as the field
is new, I should have a chance to use my brain against the

enemy.

Please remember me most kindly to Mrs. Bowen, and please
tell Fred Sells that I am truly regretful that I did not see
him., Please have him understand that my time was very limited
and that 1 was in Washington for a purpose, not engineering.
Once again may I thank you very much for the invitation, which
I regret I was unable to accept, and may I say how sorry I am
that I did not get a chance to sit down with you and discuss
the various situations., With warmest personal regards, 1 am
as ever, :

Yours very sineerely,

R. %. BATES

Rear Admiral H. G, Bowen, USN
Nayy Department
w“hingm 25, D.C.




COMMANDER BATTLESHIP SQUADRON ONE
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San rmm’ Calif,

Dear lay,

I noticed the other day that you had brokem into print in
either "Time® or "Newsweek” or both and that you had been lucky
enough to enter into matrimony with Admiral NMimitz's daughter
Catheri.ne. ’

When I met you and your "soon to be" bride at Psase Powell's
party I had an idea that samething like that might be in the wind,
but I thought that, when you took a lock at me and realized that
I was still a bachelor, you might have weakenedl!i However, you
were smart and realized, better than I did, that happiness in 1life
is rarely-achieved alone. I am saying this not because I am un-
happy, which would be far from the truth, dut dbecause I thoroughly
believe in marriage and I believe also that anyone who can be
happy though married is smart to marry.

I thoroughly enjoyed my work with you in the operations in
the Philippines and, if I may say so, all of us on Admiral Olden-
dorf's staff feel that you are very capable and an up-and

officer. It's too bad that I, for ons, won't be working with you
any more,

I wish you all success in the future, not only in the Mavy,
but in your married life. You certainly married into a hell of a

fine family}
With best regards, I am as ever,
Very sincerely yours,

Commander James T. lay, USH
Commander THIRD Amphibious Force
¢/o Fleet Post Office

San Franecisco, California




COMMANDER BATTLESHIP SQUADRON ONE
c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

’ heroughly =y
service with BatRon ONE that I view my detachmsat with sincere
regret.

It was a wonderful thing to me, and a wenderful experience
in addition, to have been able to work
of Admiral Wilkinson and his staff and X them all suc-
cess in thelr new ventures, which I know

I must say that Admiral Oldenderf and I theroughly enjoyed
our asseciation with the Third Phibs Perce. Everyons was highly
coeperative; everyone knsw what they were working for; the results
achieved indicated harmonious and intelligent planning as well-as
successful operation. It was swellll .

I hope that same day I shall have a chance to serve with youn
all again but, until then, all Y can say is the eld Hawmaiian salute
*Alcha mui lea®™, which means, "with deepest affection®, Flease
remember ms most kindly to Admiral Wilkinsen and to all theose mem-
bers of the staff with whom X have had the goed fortunse to be as-
sociated for a number of vital months. -

Very sincerely yeurs,

Cosmoders P. P. Powell, USN
Coomander THIRD Amphibious PForce
c/o Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, Califernia
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COMMANDER BATTLESHIP SQUADR(N ONE
¢/® Flect Post Office
San Franelseo, Czlifornia

12 May 1945

Dear Vliadimir,

I received a letter from you a couple of d:ys age, which was
dated early in PFebruary, This date would seem to indicate that cur
n=il facilities are not too good, but this is not really so, unless
the letters are sent "ordinary mail," Had you sent your letter teo
me via 2ir mall, I should prcbably have received it within two weeks,
I am mentioning this to you now so that in view of my apparant delay
in replying you wontt feel that your letter to me was unaoppreciated,
On the gontrary, I was highly pleased to hear from you and I am
nmerely suggesting, 1f you write ag-in, to me or to anyone else, that
air mail is much the faster methods

It was very nice of you to think of me with regard to the
award of the Navy Cross, and I sppreciate the Pact that you wrote
to me about it more than this poor typewriter ean tell, I note
you say that you learned of the award thru the newsparer, I hope
that it was in a Newport newspaper, because I have a very soft feeling
“or Newport cnd I feel thzt there are many there who still think of
ne in a most friendly woy, I, therefore, like ve¥y mueh to have them
know what I am dedng, As 2 matter of interest cbout awards, I have
Just been notified that I hove been awarded a2 second Iegion of Herit
for my work in the Phild pines ezmpaign, I don't Imew what the
citation says or when I shall yeceive this award but I =m ;lad that
my poor efforts have received some recognition,

As you know, I have been Ciief of Staff with Vice Admiral
QOldendorf for some time but I om soon to be detacheds Exactly what
my new address will be I do not as yet know, but it will still be 4n
the Pacific and my rank will be advansed, far the present, to
Cormpdores

It was awfuily nice to hear thzat Ann and you are cuite well -nd
enjoying your life in He.port, even though many of your old friends have
lefts 4s we get older we like to e¢ling to our older frisnds ond yet
I still fecl that the way to keep our youth is to add = few new
friends == porticul rly younger new friends = as they bring new ideas

with them,

I am certainly ;lad that the E:ropean war is now over, What a-
hell of a war th:t was and vhat an enormous number of pecpie died {
No one can say that Burope is better off, now that the war is over,
than it was some years before the war, Sometimes wars are helpful to
‘the world because they make nations find their souls and in some
ways this was has accomplished this with the British, and perhaps
in a lesser degree with the Russians and the Americans, I certainly
hope thot, as a result of this war ond our losses in it, our people

will with consid more serlousness and responsibilit.
T Ty e o S drbiasoushess and respansibility
«le
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of men under aryms, and I cannot but eve that
have learned what our Flag stands for and what it
means to be an American, The whole world is locking to us for
is my daily prayer that we shall be able
L J

to see that President Truman and Winston Churchill
did not allow their people to feel that thse war in Europe was the
end of war, On the contrary both of them advised their people
that the war with Japan was in full swing and, until that war was
over, the resources and power of their nstions would be thrown into
it, to ultimate victory, To the fighting men in these combat areas
cf the Pacific, such words are helpful in maintaining morsle, We
are fighting a tough war in this area and we like to feel that those
at homs appreciate that fasct. Men don't like to die but they are not
unwilling to die when by s0 doing they feel that thay are contributing
toward ultimate goods They must feel that what they are doing is so
recognized by those at home as well as by their allies, That was why
I said that Churchill's statement was well received by the fighting men,

In some ways I envy you your life there in Newport, It is calm and
peaceful and altogether charming, Needless to say I liked my stay there
very mach indeed and I look forward to & return in the not too distant

future,

I noted with interest that Admiral Pye had purchased a home there
and I know that he will be a most welcome addition to your society. I
note, also, that George Ryan and Craswford Hill are back again, out of
the service, I think that both of them did the right thing in getting
out when they did, as there are plenty of people, much younger,
available to fight this war, and certainly George was needed at home.
Neither George nor Crawford had to come into the war, but they did
so because they had that cosmic urge which forces the best eitizens
to the defense of their Flag. I hope that everybody in Rewport will
respeet them for the services they rendered their country.

Please remecmber me most kindly to everyone in Newport that may

think of me and as for yourself and Mrs, Behr, the besi ss always,
¥any, many thanks for your letter, With warmest regards, I am,

Yours very sincerely,
R.W. BATES,

Mr, Viadimir Behr,
Bellevue Avenuse,
Newport, Rhode Island.
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13 May 1945

Dear Captain Moses,

Your letter to me was recelved with great delight and satisfaction
and I want you to know that I appreciated highly your thinking of me as
you did, You certainly wro.e me a very fine lstter, not only fine be-
cause of the friendliness in it, but fine because you have remembered my
history so lonz, Just think! You remember things I did over thirty
years azo., what 2 tribute that is to me! Thanks very muchl

I am glad that you cre pleased that I am to be advanced to the rank
of Cammodore, In many ways it is mmch better than being a Captain because
the Navy now has at least three thonsand Captains, whereas, it has less than
100 Commodores, But, as I have said repeatedly, it isn't the rank that I am
interssted in, It is the defeat of the enemy, and the only advantage that
rank has now for me is th-t it keeps me in the cambat area and gives me a
chance to use my brzins and experience against the enemy, Uy new assigmment
is Cammander Motor Torpeco BDoais, Pzcific which is 2 Type Commander, as well
as an Operating Cammender. Tt thould be a lot of fun and gan bs highly
imporent depending, o course, on the nature of the oper~ticns as they
develop., It reminds me of you and the twelve subechasers that you handled
while in the Cincinnati, What a pain in the neck they werc!

You inferred, in your letter to me, that Commodore was only for the
duration. This is not cuite so, Rear Admiral is for the duration, ut
Commodore is a spot appointment for a spot job, So, if an. when I am
relieved Sroam the duty in the PT beats, I will ihen bc ordered to revert
to my Caztain's rark unles ., through some strange cuirk, I am advanced
to Rear Admiral, This latter I do not expect, I did expect it once be-
cause, on pre-war performance and on performance dwring tlis war, I felt

that I was entitled to it, But, pre-war performance does not mean anytiing,
nor does war performance mean anyt: ing, as most Admirals secn to have been
mede from shore duty, ~1so olficers wao have served o siare duty through=-
out the war are now being made Rear Admirals while those of us wWio are
fighting the war are receivia; little if auy recosnition, I didn't care
zbout t..is particularly, so long as it helped win the war, but I cannot tut
feel that it is no. hel>ful in that regard, -nd, thal therefore; it may
cost lives in the end. My cttitude towards that is - that any life that is
lost without just cause is o scandal,

I think tie thing that hos held me back fraa beoing 2 Rear Admiral and
is holding me beck zow, is the fact that I feel, and sa;, just what I think
about the conduct of the war, Those Wuo are running the Havy do not like
criticism from their subordinates no matter Liow warranted, and I feel that
they did not like my lectures al the War College nor ry articles written
out here in tie Pacific on the method of conducting the war in the Pacifie.
I think that I did m;self herm in writing them althou~h cvery one of them,
strange as it may see, has been proven correct., It isn't men of the high
caliber of Adniral Nimitz .o object. He is an enormously able and broad
minded officer w.o scaks nothing for himself =nd all for Lis Nation, It is,
on the other hand, thcsc men whio have nothing to do with this war excepiing
to sit on = cheir in ".ashington, who object.
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I, very probably, should simt up but I am a BATES and Bates's never
shut up. For some reason, all of them are always carrying & torch some-
vhere. Jocelyn and Edward are typical examples of this, All of us almays
gseem to be fighting somewhere for what we believe to be right., I can
frankly say that I would rather go down with my head high and my personal
pride secure than to be advanced through "soft scap" and "inability",

I know that you know what I am talking sbout, because you yourself had
to face a most diffieult situation., It appeared as if everything possible
was being done to keep you down and, yet, you often rose above all of those
around you, I learned & great deal fram you during my service with you and
since, and I hope that the one thing that I learned best of all, was the
ability to take political rebuffs with a amile, You did me a great deal of
good, as a young officer, and I say here what I said to you in person not
long ago "that a large part of what success I have had or may have in the
future, I owe to your kind leadership and instruction®.

Please remember me most kindly to Mrs, Moses who is a darling person
and, as for yourself, always feel that you have my respect and admiration.
The Navy always remembers you as, not only a Naval Officer, but as a
gentleman of thc first order, There aren't many of the latter in the navy

todayl!
Very sincerely yours,

R, W. BATES,

Captain Stanford E, Moses,
2836 Derby Street,
Berkeley, 5, California.




®

13 May 1945

Dear Mary,

This is a note to say "hello" to you, and, at the same
time, to forward you o check covering the charges incurred by me
at your club during my stay in washington, D,C. in February, I
an sorry thot 1 appear somewhat slow in paying this bubt I an so
far away and the mail is so slow -« that is, ordinary mail «
that it is difficult for anyone out here to promptly clear up
anybhing in the States,

I think thot one of tho nicest ti:ings for me in ny trip

to Washington was to coume to your club and see you., Ifou arc a very
nice person, as well as a2 capatle Secretary of ta: Club, and I think
all eof the Club members realize their good fartune in having wsu with
them, I zlseo was pleasantly surprised in seeing Adam., He told me
that he only came in and worked at intervals, but I ~m tlad that he
came in therc uhen I was tlere. You both made ms think of tae old
happy days when Mrs, Curtiss and Mrs, Sands held full sway. If you
see elther of them I hope thzt you will say "helle" to them for ne.

Thanks very mch for your kindness to me, Congratuiations
- 2gain uypon the hizh quality of the 1925 F St. Club.

Very sincerely yours,

liss Mary Cuminss,
1925 F st, Club,
1925 F Northwest,

“ashington, D,C,.




COMMANDER BATTLESHIP S8QUADRON ONE
¢/o Mleet Post Office L
8an Francisco, California

19 May 1945.

Ky dear Dr, Shires,

You may have wondered why you received no acknowledgment
from me relative to your thoughtfulness in sending me a Christmas
card, Your card was dated November 6, 1944 and I recsived it today,
May 19th, 1945, Thus, a period of six months elapsed from the time
you sent me this card until I received it, This long delay is due to
the fact that the letter was improperly readdressed by Pearl Harbor,
Another cause was the fact that it was sent ordinary mail, No mail
scems t0 have any speed in its delivery unless it is Air lail or
V=lMail, The latter is quite fast but one sees very llttle of it
these days, presumably because one can write so little in the small
space alloted.

I want you to know that I appreciate the thoughtfulness
of yourself and Christ's Episcopal Church in my behalf, and I know
that each of us, who claims your church has many times, here at
sea and especially when in the presence of the enemy, thought of it
and the peace for which it stands and which it always brings. With
many thanks to you, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R, W, BATES.

Henry M. Shires, DD,,
Christ!s Episcopal Church,
Alameda, California
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COIANDER BATTIESHIP SQUADRON ONE
c/o Fleot Post 0ffice
San Francisco, Califarnia

19 May 1945
Dear Admiral Deyo,

Oldendort,

I think, is due to seweral

trmeg&(Z)thepiﬁmmare

taken of yourself, of yourself and the Staff, _

poor, whest fully blown up, so they ape being fedome n a much smaller
scale and, possibly, I shall succeed in obtaining some good ones for you.

I was extremely socry to hear that Ligutenant Paze had suceumbed
to his wemds, as had also Licutenant (jz) Hawley, who if you will
remember, was cne of owr C.WeCe officers om the Temnessec and was
wounded in that suicide plane attack, I had hoped to hcar fram you
cancerning Lieutenant Page ere this but, evidently, you are too busy
to be asble to handle everyons®s requests,

I don't know whetaer you are receiving any of the aciion reports
dus you as CIF 54 Comander Battleship Squadron (NE haos reeeived
sane adwvanes copies, and these he is retaining for study, Hgy plans to
forward to you those he recelwss for endorsement and further routing,
He does not plan to write any endorsements on any of these action
reports as that is a function of command expressly reserved for you,
Hadlmainodherei‘ithadbeenmplmtourite samething on each one

for your consider-tion but, as I will soon be detached, and, as Commardsr
Battleship Squadron ONE will soon be busy, he does not think it wise to
attempt to have his Staff write endorsements for you, If you disagree in
this opiniony I susgest that you write to him and request that those
members of his Staif who are samewhat qualified, i.ee, the Gumnery
O7ficer amd the Aviatiom Oifficer, draw up some endorscments for you,

For your informaiion it takes a wery long tize for these reports
to get through, there is little doubt but that you will be receiving
them for months, Such a situation is not only depleorable but alse
disgrasefuls For exampls, we received mail, important mail, yestewday
which had been held by e Admiral for four months, He should not have
held it mere than a matter of days.

’ Many Comanders erely write "Forwarded® on these reports, but
' I have newer favored this as often sonc endorsements has caused its
writer a grest deal of thousht and worryy and it does not seem proper
'to drop such comments without any att.entfon whatscever, In this
‘:wmtlmollecttmtmsaﬁtmtmplmdtoputan

on each and every report.

nlo
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I hear that you and your Staff are hanging out at the sulmarine

im cemter and thoroughly enjoying it. Neodless to say, this
good news because if anyane neods a rest at present it is you,
I c¢n say the sams for your Staff who worked hard and well

through a difficult campalgme With best regards, I am as ever,

Rear Admiral ¥, L, DEYO,

Cormander Cruiser DI THIRTEEN
c/® Flect Post Office

San Fyanciscoy Californis
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